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REAL-TIME ADMISSION CONTROL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to computer or communi-
cations systems. More specifically, the invention relates to a
scheme for controlling the allocation of system resources on
computer and communications systems handling a variety of
services such as voice, video, and bursty data transmission.

2. Description of Related Art

In response to rapidly increasing demand for a wide
variety of telecommunication services, high-speed, large-
capacity computer and communications systems have been
proposed. To meet these demands in an efficient and cost-
effective manner, a single computer or communications
system must be able to handle simultaneously different kinds
of telecommunication services and applications having con-
flicting requirements. Moreover, these services must be
accommodated in a manner that constitutes an effective and
efficient use of available resources.

A typical computer or communications system generally
handles real-time services such as voice, video, and
smoothly transmitted data transmissions without significant
degrees of latency or jitter. These types of transmissions
have short-term, peak bandwidth requirements that are sub-
stantially the same as their long-term, average bandwidth
requirements. These transmissions are most efficiently
handled by allocating their bandwidth requirements in the
system for the entire duration of the transmissions along the
entire call routing path from the transmitter to the receiver.

A typical system may also handle certain bursty data
transmissions that do not have stringent jitter or latency
requirements. These kinds of transmissions, however, may
involve periods of high rates of data transmissions with long
periods of little or no data transmissions. For such
transmissions, the short-term, peak bandwidth requirements
may be very high compared to long-term, average band-
width requirements. Allocation of peak bandwidth, as in the
case of real-time services mentioned above, would be an
inefficient use of system resources, and is not necessary for
such bursty data transmissions.

Although bursty data transmissions may not have strin-
gent jitter or latency requirements, they may have stringent
loss requirements. Specifically, it is particularly important to
keep the probability of packet loss very small. If such
probability is not kept very small, the resulting packet
retransmissions that are needed to complete the transmis-
sions can overwhelm the network and can cause congestion
and even collapse, particularly on systems handling a large
amount of communication activity.

Accordingly, there is a need for an effective congestion
avoidance scheme, particularly for real-time services that
must be handled without significant degrees of latency or
jitter. One type of prior art congestion avoidance scheme is
based on admission control. An admission control scheme is
typically based on a “blackbox” model, wherein static
threshold limits are pre-determined and pre-set for each
particular class or type of service handled by a system. For
example, if the system handles point-to-point calls, confer-
ence calls, and video-transmission calls, then the blackbox
model places a particular limit or quota on the number of
concurrent calls of each class (e.g., 92 point-to-point calls,
4 conference calls and 5 video-transmission calls). In this
model, each incoming new service request is evaluated in its
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corresponding class and if it is determined that the addition
of the new service request will cause the number of active
service tasks in the corresponding class to exceed the
pre-determined threshold, then the new service request is
rejected; otherwise, it is accepted.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Prior art blackbox models base their admission control on
a simple comparison of active service tasks in a particular
class to the pre-determined threshold limit or quota in that
particular class. While this simple comparison may often
represent the resource utilization under typical situations,
the uncertainty or error between the typical use and the
actual usage can produce wide uncertainty bands. These
wide uncertainty bands can increase the risk of either
squandering resources by unnecessarily denying service to
subscribers, or accepting too many requests, and offering
inferior, substandard service to subscribers.

Furthermore, the prior art blackbox model does not
address situations where the relative number of different
types of services differ from the assumptions used to set the
blackbox model limits. For example, in the exemplary case
where the prior art admission control scheme places a
threshold limit of 92 point-to-point calls in a first class and
another threshold limit of 4 conference calls in a second
class, this admission control scheme prohibits 93 point-to-
point calls and only 3 conference calls from being made
simultaneously and does not scale well when a new type of
service is identified or brought into the system.

Also, the prior art blackbox model fails to consider the
unexpected resource utilization by occasional or unsched-
uled system functions, e.g., system maintenance and back-
ups or system failures.

In accordance with the principles of the present invention,
a real-time admission control scheme is proposed. The
real-time admission control scheme of the present invention
does not rely on pre-determined threshold limits. Instead, the
current resource utilization is evaluated in real time and
admission control decisions are based on this real-time
evaluation.

In the present invention, as soon as a new service request
is received, a real-time evaluation of the current resource
utilization of each active task (i.e., in all classes, not just the
corresponding class) that consumes resources is made.
These tasks include the scheduled service requests (e.g.,
point-to-point calls, conference calls) as well as failure
recovery functions. Then, total resource utilization is com-
puted by summing the resource utilization of each active
task. Accordingly, a measure of the available system
resources is computed. For example, if the total resource
utilization indicates that 50 MIPS are currently being used
out of total usable 150 MIPS, then the measure of the
available system resources is 100 MIPS.

In the present invention, each incoming service request
may also be assigned a minimum acceptable resource level
and the principles of the present invention may be utilized to
ensure that this minimum acceptable resource level is pro-
vided. In accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention, the admission control scheme is programmed
with pre-defined minimum acceptable resource level infor-
mation for each class. Alternatively, the minimum accept-
able resource level information may be explicitly embedded
within each incoming service request and may be received
and evaluated by the admission control scheme when the
service request is received by the system.

If the measure of the available system resources indicates
that the minimum required resource level cannot be
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provided, then the incoming service request is rejected;
otherwise, the incoming service request is accepted. For
example, if the measure of available resources is 50 MIPS
and the minimum resource level of the incoming request
requires 65 MIPS, the incoming service request will be
declined, even though 50 MIPS may be able to support the
service, but at an unacceptable, low level.

Thus, in the present invention, the admission control is
based on a real-time evaluation of available resources.
Accordingly, the threshold limits are based on the real-time
measurement of the available system resources and are
therefore dynamic in nature. Unlike the prior art schemes,
the threshold limits in the present invention are not pre-
defined. Furthermore, the admission control decisions are
not based on evaluation of active tasks only in a particular
class, but can be based on evaluation of all active tasks in the
system.

In one embodiment, the present invention is a method for
controlling utilization of a system resource, comprising the
steps of (a) receiving a request for permission to use the
resource by a resource user; (b) measuring, in real time, a
current total level of actual utilization of the resource for all
resource users; (¢) determining a current available level of
the resource from the measured current total level of actual
utilization; and (d) determining whether to grant the request
based on the current available level of the resource.

In another embodiment, the present invention is an admis-
sion controller for a computer or communication system
having a plurality of resource users for controlling utiliza-
tion of a system resource, wherein the admission controller
is configured to: (a) receive a request for permission to use
the resource by a resource user; (b) measure, in real time, a
current total level of actual utilization of the resource for all
resource users; (¢) determine a current available level of the
resource from the measured current total level of actual
utilization; and (d) determine whether to grant the request
based on the current available level of the resource.

Yet, in one more embodiment, the present invention is a
machine-readable medium, having encoded thereon pro-
gram code, wherein, when the program code is executed by
a machine, the machine implements a method for controlling
utilization of a system resource by an admission controller
for a computer or communication system having a plurality
of resource users, comprising the steps of (a) receiving a
request for permission to use the resource by a resource user;
(b) measuring, in real time, a current total level of actual
utilization of the resource for all resource users; (c) deter-
mining a current available level of the resource from the
measured current total level of actual utilization; and (d)
determining whether to grant the request based on the
current available level of the resource.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other aspects, features, and advantages of the present
invention will become more fully apparent from the follow-
ing detailed description, the appended claims, and the
accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is illustrates a block diagram illustrating a real-
time admission control architecture in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates an overall process performed in the
admission control block of FIG. 1 in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 3 illustrates a system in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is shown a block diagram
illustrating a real-time admission control architecture in
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accordance with one embodiment the present invention. In
FIG. 1, a total of N resource users 101-1 to 101-N are
configured to generate individual requests for access to a
resource provider 110. Typically, a resource user is a com-
puter application, process, thread or thread group, task, or
data flow; a resource provider is typically a computer
operating system or data network. It is assumed that access
requests occur independently of each other in an unpredict-
able (i.e., non-deterministic) manner. All requests, however,
seek “admittance” to (i.e., service from) the same resource
provider 110, which comprises a limited amount of
resources and therefore cannot handle an unlimited number
of accepted requests per unit of time.

For example, resource users 101-1 to 101-N may be N call
streams, each stream belonging to a different customer and
resource provider 110 may be a telecommunications switch-
ing network. Alternatively, the N resource users may corre-
spond to N active applications in a window-based personal
computer wherein each window is running a different task
and the common provider may be a shared personal com-
puter. In another case, the N resource users may correspond
to N terminal devices, and the common resource provider
may be a shared central processing unit. Other types of
resource provider for which the present invention may
provide an admission control mechanism include a system
handling a pool of attendants, a bandwidth manager, a
processor, a telecommunications switch, etc. The possible
system resources include, without limitation, transmission
bandwidth, processing power, memory space, and network
capacity.

Admission requests (i.e., requests for service) from each
of the resource users 101-1 to 101-N are handled by an
admission controller 120 which operates independently (i.e.,
without knowledge) of any pre-determined or pre-set thresh-
old limits. If admission controller 120 determines that suf-
ficient resources are available, then the request is accepted
and the associated resource user is allowed to access
resource provider 110. Otherwise, the access request is not
allowed but is rather rejected.

Admission controller 120 may include a central process-
ing unit (CPU) 121 which may perform mathematical and
logical operations on parameters stored in a memory 130.
Memory 130 also stores instructions for performing
sequences of process steps, such as those steps in FIG. 2
below. Memory 130 may include the pre-assigned values of
minimum acceptable resource level for each class of service.

Admission controller 120 evaluates an incoming service
request and determines the corresponding minimum accept-
able resource level. Admission controller 120 then deter-
mines a measure of the currently available resources and
compares the minimum acceptable resource level to the
measure of available resources. If it is determined that the
minimum acceptable resource level can be satisfied with the
available resources, then the service request is accepted;
otherwise, the service request is rejected.

FIG. 2 illustrates the overall process performed in admis-
sion controller 120 in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention. The process starts in block 201 when
a new service request is received by admission controller
120 from a particular resource user. Next admission con-
troller 120 makes a real-time evaluation of the current usage
of the system resources to determine a measure of the
available system resources (block 203).

There are many ways to measure the available system
resources. In one embodiment, admission controller 120
contacts resource provider 110 and receives a list of all
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active tasks including service tasks and maintenance/repair
functions currently being handled by the resource provider.
Admission controller 120 then determines total resource
utilization by summing the resource utilization by each
active task. Admission controller 120 then computes a
measure of available system resources from the difference
between the total level of system resources and the total
resource utilization.

In an alternative embodiment, instead of admission con-
troller 120, resource provider 110 measures the available
system resources. Admission controller 120 queries resource
provider 110 for the measurement of available system
resources. In yet another embodiment, admission controller
120 contacts each resource user 101-1 to 101-N to receive
resource utilization for each resource user. Admission con-
troller 120 then computes a total resource utilization by
summing the resource utilization by each resource user.
Accordingly, admission controller determines available
resources.

A value of the corresponding minimum acceptable
resource level is also determined (block 209). The minimum
acceptable resource level may be a parameter stored in
memory 130 or may be a parameter received along with the
service request in block 201. The available resources are
then compared to the value of the minimum acceptable
resource level assigned to the service request to determine
whether the minimum acceptable resource level of the
incoming request can be satisfied (block 213). If the com-
parison of the value of available resources to the value of the
minimum acceptable resource level shows that the minimum
acceptable resource level can be satisfied, the incoming
service request is accepted (block 215) and notice is pro-
vided to the service user that access to the requested
resources in resource provider 110 has been provided (block
217). If the comparison of the value of available resources
to the value of the minimum acceptable resource level shows
that the minimum acceptable resource level cannot be
satisfied, the incoming service request is rejected (block
219) and a notification is sent to the service user that the
service request cannot be accepted (block 221).

FIG. 3 illustrates a system 300 in accordance with another
embodiment of the present invention wherein the resource
provider is a host node 302 and resource users are medium
terminals 301-1 to 301-N. Host node 302 is directly or
indirectly connected to various medium terminals 301 such
as data terminals, voice terminals, and/or picture terminals.
Host node 302 may also be a computer capable of handling
various services including audio, voice, and data transmis-
sion. Host node 302 facilitates communication between
various medium terminals 301.

According to the present invention, an admission control-
ler 303 is implemented within host node 302 for controlling
service requests sent from medium terminals 301. Admis-
sion controller 303 receives one or more service requests
from one or more medium terminals 301 and decides
whether to grant or reject each incoming service request.
Admission controller 303 bases its decision on a plurality of
factors including the current availability of system
resources, and the nature of the requested service.

Each incoming service request also has a predefined
minimum acceptable resource level which must be provided
by system 300 in order to maintain the quality of the service
at an acceptable level. Admission controller 303 has knowl-
edge of the corresponding minimum acceptable resource
level. Admission controller 303 may be programmed with
predefined parameters defining minimum acceptable
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resource levels for all relevant resources. Alternatively, each
incoming service request may be embedded with the corre-
sponding minimum acceptable resource level information.
This minimum acceptable resource level information may be
received and evaluated by admission controller 303 at the
time the service request reaches host node 302.

When an incoming service request is received by host
node 302, admission controller 303 measures the available
system resources. A real-time evaluation of all activities that
consume trivial and non-trivial resources is made. The
evaluation includes measuring or estimating resource con-
sumption by all assigned tasks (e.g., in-progress real-time
and bursty transmissions) as well as additional unassigned
(e.g., unscheduled) active tasks. Examples of unassigned
activities include system maintenance tasks and trouble-
shooting tasks. Then, a total resource utilization is computed
by determining current resource utilization by each activity.
Accordingly, a corresponding value of available resources is
computed.

Then, the incoming service request is evaluated to deter-
mine the resources necessary to satisfy the service request
and to meet the corresponding minimum acceptable resource
level. If the value of available system resources indicates
that the assigned minimum acceptable resource level can be
satisfied then the incoming service request is accepted;
otherwise, the incoming service request is rejected.

This ensures that an acceptable level quality of service
provided by system 300 is maintained and the system is not
placed in a congestion state. Congestion can affect both the
real-time and the bursty services, but real-time services are
particularly sensitive to congestion in the system. These
types of transmissions may have stringent short-term, peak
bandwidth requirements and any congestion in the network
can cause unacceptable latency and inter-packet jitter.

The principles of the present invention may be utilized in
a wide range of applications. For example, consider a
telecommunications network that can handle a limited num-
ber of real-time and bursty services. The network receives
packet traffic from numerous customers having communi-
cations and business needs that differ from each other and
change with time. The customers are willing to pay for
different levels of service quality, which must be guaranteed
by the network provider. Fox example, the telecommunica-
tions network may be handling video transmission (i.e., a
real-time service) as well as e-mail transmission (i.e., a
bursty data service). Both of these services have different
demands and requirements which are affected by the current
system resource utilization.

In the foregoing scenario, the demand imposed on the
network varies in some random fashion, since the customers
originate traffic independently of each other. This inherent
randomness gives rise to a conflict between the desire to run
an efficient network operation and the need to guarantee
every customer a minimum level of service quality. The
same problem exists in data processing environments,
wherein bandwidth in a communication channel, processing
time in a CPU, and/or other system resources are shared. In
the present invention, an efficient, a real-time admission
control scheme is provided which is applicable in the
above-described situations.

For example, if each telephone call passing through a
particular server requires 4 MIPS, and each conference call
requires 10 MIPS per participant, then 16 calls and 1
three-way conference call would consume 94 MIPS. In the
same example, assume further that the particular server can
handle 100 MIPS.






