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1
OPTOELECTRONICS CIRCUIT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to circuits for operating optical
devices.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In many optical applications, linearization of the optical
device is an important consideration. For example, semi-
conductor lasers used for analog applications such as wire-
less transmission generally need to exhibit linearity.

Negative feedback is a standard technique for achieving
linearity. In such techniques, a portion of the optical output
is tapped off, converted to an electrical signal, and fed back
to the drive circuit. In the normal method, the feedback
cancels out a portion of the in-band signal thus producing a
reduction in the gain of the system. Consequently, improve-
ment in linearity is limited by the amount of gain reduction
which is acceptable. Furthermore, difficulty is often encoun-
tered in controlling the amplitude and phase of the negative
feedback loop in order to avoid unwanted oscillations of the
circuit.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is a circuit which includes an optical device
and means for applying an input electrical signal band for
biasing the device including at least two frequencies. The
circuit further includes means for receiving at least a portion
of the optical output from the device, converting the optical
output to an electrical signal, and means for feeding back the
resulting electrical signal to the biasing means. The circuit
further includes means for passing only the portion of the
electrical band selected from the group consisting of the
second harmonic band and the frequency difference band in
the means for feeding back to the biasing means.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features of the invention are delineated in
detail in the following description. In the drawing:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a circuit according to an
embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 2 is a diagram of a frequency spectrum of the output
of the circuit of FIG. 1.

It will be appreciated that, for purposes of illustration,
these figures are not necessarily drawn to scale.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is an example of a circuit, 10, which utilizes the
principles of the invention. An input electrical signal is
received on conductor, 11, and applied to conductor, 12,
through a summing circuit, 13. The electrical signal is
applied to a standard laser module, 14, which includes a
semiconductor laser and necessary electrodes for applying
the electrical signal to the laser to produce an optical output.
The optical output is coupled to an optical fiber, 15, for
transmission.

A portion of the optical output is coupled by means of a
tap, 16, to a photodetector, 17, so that this portion of the
optical signal is converted to an electrical signal.
Alternatively, the light from a backface of the laser could be
incident on the photodetector in accordance with known
techniques. The output of the photodetector, 17, is connected
to a filter, 18, which could be a high pass, low pass or band
pass filter. The filter output is connected to an amplifier, 19.
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The amplifier output is connected to an attenuator, 20 whose
output is connected to a phase shifter, 21. The photodetector,
17, filter, 18, amplifier, 19, attenuator, 20, and phase shifter,
21, can all be considered part of a feedback circuit in
accordance with the invention. The output of the phase
shifter, 21, is connected to the summing circuit, 13.

The operation of the circuit will now be described assum-
ing an input signal having the form:

v{t)=a, cos 2xfit+a, cos 2nfyt

@

where a, and a, are constants, f; and f, are the input
frequencies, and t is time. (It is understood that the invention
operates over a band of frequencies, but assuming a two tone
input within the operating band is a common method of
characterizing the linearity of operation.) Further, nonlin-
earity in the output signal, v(t) is represented by the series:

@

where g, g,, 25, and g5 are constants. It will be recognized
that the term g,v(1) is the linear term, while g,v.(t) and
g,v, (1) yield the second and third order terms, respectively,
of the output signal. For convenience, it is assumed that
higher order terms can be neglected.

For wireless applications, which are narrow band, only
the third order terms fall within the band of interest and need
to be removed.

Substituting equation (1) into equation (2) yields the
following third order products which fall within the oper-
ating band:

Vo(D)=gotguvi(O)+ gy (D+gsv (O+

(B3/4)a,a,’g; cos (4afot-2f,1) ®

@

where term (3) is the upper third order sideband and term (4)
is the lower third order sideband. These terms are also
illustrated in the spectrum of FIG. 2.

Now considering the second order term (g,v; (1)) of
equation (2) and substituting therein the signal of equation
(1), the following terms, among others, will result:

(3/4)a,args cos (dafyt=2mfs1)

(a1°g>/2) cos (4fy1) ®
(a5°g2/2) cos (4nf>t) O
a18,8, cos (2nfy1-27f, 1) ™
aya,8, cos (2nfyt+2mf,1) ®

where terms 5 and 6 are the second harmonic signals
included within the second harmonic band, term 7 is the
difference signal which is part of the difference frequency
band, and term 8 is the sum term also included in the second
harmonic band (See FIG. 2). In accordance with a key
feature of the invention, the filter, 18, may be chosen to pass
only the second harmonic band (terms 5 and 6 along with the
sum signal (term 8)) or only the difference band (term 7). As
shown below, the amplitude or phase of such feedback
signals can be adjusted by components 19 or 20 and/or 21 so
that these terms, which are out of the output band of interest,
can nevertheless be used to cancel or reduce the third order
terms which are in-band when added to the input signal by
summing circuit 13, thereby improving the linearity of the
optical device. Specifically, for the case of feeding back the
second harmonic signals, the input signal becomes:

v(f)=a, cos 2af,t+a, cos 2afot+(ka,’g,/2) cos 4af,t+(ka,>g,/2) cos
4aufot ©)

where k is the amount by which the feedback signals are
increased or decreased by the components 18-20. When this
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input is substituted in the second order term of equation (2),
among the terms produced are:

(kaya,°g,712) cos (dafot=2mf1) 10)

and

(kay*a,8,°/2) cos (datfyt-2mf,0) an
Thus, term (10) can cancel out the unwanted third order term
(3) and term (11) can be used to cancel out the unwanted
third order term (4) if:

k=-(3/2)(g5/22") 12

In the example of feeding back the difference signal
(equation 7), a similar analysis reveals:

k=-(314)(gs/8>") 13

Thus, it will be noted that, by passing either the second
harmonic frequency band or the difference frequency band
in filter, 18, and providing gain or attenuation by compo-
nents 19 and 20 in accordance with equations (12) or (13),
the third order terms can be eliminated from the output
signal.

For mathematical simplicity, k was assumed to be real and
phase was not taken into consideration. However, a means
to adjust the phase of the feedback terms may be required in
order to satisfy the equations (12) or (13). For this reason,
the phase shifter, 21, is included in the feedback path. Also
note that the sum term, (8), is included in the second
harmonic frequency band but does not contribute to the
cancellation effect described on the previous pages.

Further, while the filter, 18, has been shown as a separate
element, it could be integral with the amplifier, 19, or other
components in the feedback path.

The invention claimed is:

1. A circuit comprising:

an optical device;

means for applying an input electrical signal band includ-
ing at least two frequencies for biasing the device;

means for receiving at least a portion of the optical output
signal from the device and for converting the optical
signal to an electrical signal including a second har-
monic band and a band including the difference of the
two input frequencies; and
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means for feeding a signal related to the resulting elec-
trical signal from the receiving means and converting
means to the biasing means, the feed back means
including means for passing only the portion of the
electrical signal selected from the group consisting of
the second harmonic band and the frequency difference
band.

2. The circuit according to claim 1 wherein the means for
passing comprises a filter.

3. The circuit according to claim 1 wherein the means for
feeding back includes a filter, an amplifier, an attenuator, and
a phase shifter.

4. The circuit according to claim 1 wherein the means for
biasing includes a summing circuit for combining the input
electrical signal band and the portion of the resulting elec-
trical signal passed by the means for feeding back.

5. The circuit according to claim 1 wherein the means for
receiving and converting comprises a photodetector.

6. The circuit according to claim 1 wherein the input
electrical signal has the form

v{t)=a, cos 2xf t+a, cos 2nfot

where v, (1) is voltage as a function of time, t, a ; and a, are
constants, and f; and f, are frequencies.

7. The circuit according to claim 6 wherein the electrical
signal fed back to the biasing means has the form

(ka, 2g»/2) cos duf,t+(kay’g,/2) cos 4 mifst

where k is the amount by which the resulting electrical
signal from the receiving and converting means is altered by
the feedback means, and g, and g, are constants from the
signal produced by the receiving and converting means.

8. The circuit according to claim 6 wherein the electrical
signal fed back to the biasing means has the form

ka,a,g, cos (2af,t-2nf,1)

where k is the amount by which the resulting electrical
signal from the receiving and converting means is altered by
the feedback means, and g, and g, are constants from the
signal produced by the receiving and converting means.



